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To the Editor: 

“Ministerial Ethics” and “On 
the Spot” are very helpful to us 
in the field. In fact, I think the 
Evangel is becoming more help- 
ful to ministers and laity with 
every new issue. 

JAMES PEICE 
Rockford, Ill. 


To the Editor: . 

I submit this in answer to 
your forum on the problems 
faced by our Christian young 
people today. 

Youth must have activity. 
Their physical and emotional na- 
tures demand it. Activity is a 
natural and normal desire. Yet 
along with the activities of life 
come the moral conflicts of 
right or wrong. 

Worldliness has often been de- 
fined or associated with certain 
do’s, don’t’s or creeds, but the 
Bible sets forth adultery, witch- 
craft, hatred, variance, emula- 
tions, wrath, strifé, seditions, 
heresies, envyings, murders, 
drunkenness, revellings, fornica- 
tion, uncleanness, lasciviousness 
and such like as the works of 
the flesh which the Bible says 
“Walk not after.” 

Youth should not: be bound to 
strict don’t’s or creeds but should 
follow after the fruit of the 
Spirit which are these: love, joy, 
peace, longsuffering, gentleness, 
goodness, faith, meekness, tem- 
perance; against such there is no 
law. The spirit of Jesus Christ 
dwelling within the hearts of 
young persons can lead them to 
look to Jesus for guidance and 
grace which would glorify God. 
Jesus Christ can be our constant 
and conscious guide for all of 
our activities. 

Activities which embody the 
works of the flesh are worldly, 
and should be avoided, but these 
activities which embrace the 
fruits of the Spirit constitute 
godliness, and they should be 
followed. 

We adults are too eager to 
condemn the activities of our 
youth. A little forethought and 
understanding given them in- 
stead would have solved their 
problem at the time they sought 
counsel. 

Youth, given the training in 
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the way they should go, will be 
able to meet the problems they 
face with a lot less fuss and 
confusion than we grown-ups do 
much of the time. 


WILLIAM D. POLEN 


Laurel, Miss. 


To the Editor: 

I have been a subscriber to 
the Evangel for 30 years. I want 
to say I am much pleased with 
the fine editorial work of the 
Evangel today. I know the Evan- 
gel has always been good, but 
I can truthfully say it is better 
and better as the months go by. 

I wish to take this opportunity 
to express my personal appreci- 
ation for the Evangel, its minis- 
try and its contents. 


I read Brother Earl P. Paulk’s 
message on Ministerial Ethics in 
the September issue of the Evan- 
gel and thought it was good. 
I only wish he would continue 
this kind of writing. I feel it 
would be a blessing to the en- 
tire Church. 


REV. A. B. EVERETT 


Neshoba, Miss. 





JESUS AND THE TRIBUTE 
MONEY, from an old engraving 
by Gustave Dore’ (1833-1883) 


Here is the result of an artful 
attempt to embroil the Master 
with the civil authorities. The 
Jews were the unwilling subjects 
of the Roman power. So our 
Lord’s enemies sent certain per- 
sons to Him to ask, as sincere 
and anxious inquirers, whether 
it were lawful to give the tribute 
money exacted by Caesar, or not. 
If he answered that it was law- 
ful, he would offend the ultra- 
national party among the pecple, 
and appear to side with their op- 
pressors. If, on the other hand, 
he said it was wrong, he would 
draw down upon him the wrath 
of the Roman rulers. Danger lay 
on either hand, and extrication 
seemed impossible. 


Yet the plot miscarried. Our 
Lord perceived the hypocrisy and 
malice which prompted the ques- 
tion, and answered accordingly. 
He directed a coin to be brought, 
and then asked them whose 
image and superscription it bore. 
The answer was, of course, 
“Ceasar’s,” whereupon he said, 
“Render unto Caesar the things 
that are Caesar’s and to God the 
things that are God’s.” 



































BY | rom a 
Aabeauss Fathi 


EVERAL RECENT ISSUES of the Evangel have 

S been devoted to the problems of our young 

people and to the problem of establishing them 
in the spiritual life. The results of our prayers and 
efforts have been inconclusive for the very simple 
reason that there is no simple solution. The Evangel 
has published editorials, forums, articles by ministers, 
youth leaders, and social authorities, so it would ap- 
pear that sufficient has been said—but still there 
burns in my heart a burden to declare one thing 
more. 

As editor, I have prayed earnestly that our young 
people be taught the true meaning of Spirit-filled liv- 
ing; as a minister, I bear a passion for the souls of 
the youth of our day. But I am also a father, which 
intensifies my prayer and increases my burden. Now 
I am writing after a period of midnight prayer and 
supplication for the souls of those for whom I am re- 
sponsible. 

These are days of strife and turmoil, days that 
should drive every parent to his knees on behalf of 
his little ones. These days of peril put to the test 
the understanding, the judgment and the faith of 
our leaders and our elders. Then think what a trial 
it must be to our youth, those who do not have the 
advantage of experience, training and maturity. Some- 
times the wisest and bravest of us are hard put to es- 
cape the icy grip of despair or the gray gloom of con- 
fusion. What then of our young people? 

One of the clearest of all Bible prophecies is that 
in these last days it will be more difficult than ever 
to maintain unsmirched Christian faith. Sensate and 
carnal pleasures will be more attractive for the be- 
guiling of the innocent; hypocrisy will be more subtle 
to divert the undiscerning; iniquity will be more 
abundant to pervert the faith of the seekers; and 
lukewarmness will like a chilling pall smother the life 
of the babes in Christ. Yet this is the day in which 
our young people must come to grips with, and face 
the issues of, life. They need answers; they need 
guidance; they need confidence; they need faith. Yes, 
I have just been in prayer for ten young souls who 
look to me for answers, not as an editor or a preacher 
or a writer—but as a father. 

Here in the still and quiet of the midnight, I do not 
pray out of despair or fear or discouragement, but 
rather out of compassion and understanding. I pray 
for answers that I might give answers; for faith that 


y) Editor’s 
Message 


I might inspire faith; for personal holiness that I 
might exemplify His holiness; and for a depth of 
consecration that will be a demonstration of His power 
to keep and to satisfy all those who will seek Him. 





EXACTLY WHAT IS THE greatest prob- 
lem faced by our young people today? As I have al- 
ready said, it is too complex to be simply stated. How- 
ever, let us look at a few sides of the problem. Now I 
don’t intend to talk down to our young people, but 
to talk to them straight from the shoulder. Their 
greatest problem boils down to a need of personal con- 
viction and consecration. 

I am well aware of the objections to this statement, 
and the assorted reasons that are set forth for a lack 
of consecration, but the fact remains that every soul 
will stand or fall according to his individual devotion 
to Christ. Notwithstanding the personal and social 
influences that prey upon their minds and their na- 
tures, the final basis of judgment will be the individual 
consecration to the will of God. When that consecra- 
tion is adequate, then the problem diminishes. 

Spiritual stamina is not developed by a diet of recre- 
ation and frolic, no matter how innocent it may be. 
There must be a personal longing for more of God; 
and underscore the word personal. We elders may 
lead the young people in play and sportsmanship and 
understanding, but only their prayers and devotions 
can make them devoted Christians. These activities 
may assist, but they are not the answer. We cannot 
entertain our young people into the kingdom of God. 
Every man, woman, boy or girl on the face of the earth 
must come to a place when he, and he alone, decides 
to put Christ first in his life or to make Him sec- 
ondary or less. It must be a personal conviction and 
desire; no one can make that decision for him and 
no one can take it from him if it is his will to hold it. 


Now the question arises, why do not all Christians 
become totally dedicated to Christ? There are many 
reasons, but I feel that one deserves close attention. 
I am a Pentecostal believer by choice; I was not born 
in a Pentecostal home; I heard no Pentecostal tradi- 
tion and had no Pentecostal upbringing. Accepting 
the holiness faith brought me some reviling and ridi- 
cule and separated me from some of my associates 
who did not share my hunger for God. This was not 
difficult for me because I was convinced that it was 

(Continued on page 13) 








By J. D. Free 
Largo, Florida 


Text: Luke 12:42 


tures on this subject with other fundamental doc- 
trines, we shall find that it is covered more ex- 
tensively than some of the other vital doctrines. 
Even the great subject of repentance is mentioned 
fewer times than is the subject of stewardship. Those 
who erroneously teach that once saved, always saved 
may disagree, but we who contend that holiness is 
essential to the Christian experience find no dif- 
ficulty in placing Christian stewardship equal in im- 
portance to repentance. Little has been gained in 
repentance if it is made null and void by lack of 
holy living. Good stewardship parallels the Christian 
life of sinlessness which we believe to be the example 
which we are to emulate in our lives. 

We rejoice because of the great Pentecostal ex- 
perience that has characterized the Church from its 
earliest existence, and find the Word to be very clear 
and adequate on this great subject. The Holy Ghost 
baptism is a cardinal doctrine of the Bible, and Jesus 
and His disciples taught that it is for every believer; 


GOOD STEWARDS 


designated one who served as keeper of a 

pigsty; however, as time passed it took on a 
fuller meaning until today it embraces a wide field 
of responsibilities such as anyone might perform 
whose duties involve the control or management of a 
business venture or enterprise. A good steward is one 
who performs his work well. 


bi HE EARLY USAGE of the word steward simply 


The demand for good stewards is always great in 
every field of endeavor. We have learned by experience 
that the success of any work depends on good steward- 
ship. As evidence of this fact business is willing 
to pay almost any price for the services of good 
stewards. If business requires this quality of service; 
how much more does the church need good stewards 
to carry on its work successfully. 


We may all be stewards in the program of God. 
Whether we are good stewards or not may be de- 
termined by the services performed. God has endowed 
everyone with a talent or talents to be used for His 
service and whether we possess one or five, we are 
responsible for the faithful performance to the best 
of our abilities of that entrusted to our care. As an 
example of the concern our Lord has for faithfulness, 
we have only to look at the memorable parable 
of the talents and see the reward given for faithfulness 
and the punishment of the slothful servant for 
unfaithfulness. The rewards for competent service in 
God’s work, as well as in other fields, are worthy of 
our best efforts. 

We do not have to go outside the Bible for our 
authority on this great subject. If we compare Scrip- 
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yet Christ had more to say on how Christians should 
conduct themselves and render service for the Master 
than on any other subject. 

Stewardship was the subject of His great Sermon on 
the Mount. It is clearly seen that the burden of His 
message was to instruct His disciples in the matter 
of properly conducting themselves toward each other 
and their fellow man. Christ goes much farther than 
their overt actions and advises them as to how they 
should think and what their attitude should be to- 
ward others. He must have known that man would be 
struggling with this problem even until the present 
time. Many bloody wars would have been averted, 
and much happiness and goodwill enjoyed among men 
everywhere, if man had learned the lesson which the 
Master taught on how to be good neighbors. This must 
have been what Jesus was trying to teach us when He 
said, “All things whatsoever ye would that men should 
do to you, do ye even so to them.” 

As a nation we have acquired much knowledge on 
many subjects, which has improved our position in 
many fields; yet we have failed terribly to learn the 
most needed lesson of all, how to get along with each 
other. If we fail to find the answer to this question 
soon, our gains in the other fields are in danger of 
slipping away from us or bringing about our self- 
destruction. Let us rise to meet the challenge, and 
girded with the great principles of truth, justice and 
love, which Christ so forcefully enunciated, we shall 
go forward to greater triumph as good stewards of 
the Master. 

No greater honor could befall us than to be good 
stewards of the Church of God. Christ, after His 


























resurrection, returned to the right hand of the Father, 
leaving the Church in the hands of His disciples. They 
performed their duties with the greatest of care and 
diligence, and passed on long ago to their reward. 
Others have taken up the sacred trust and because of 
their faithful efforts the Church moves steadily on- 
ward. We believe it will continue to do so until the 
Lord comes. The world needs the spiritual guidance 
of the Church as never before to help it solve the 
perplexing problem of peaceful relations among 
nations, and to meet the spiritual needs of people 
everywhere. 


The great religions of the world, with their un- 
scriptural doctrines, have failed to fulfill this need. 
Surely the time is ripe for the Church of God, with 
its Bible doctrine of holiness, which is the prerequisite 
to any harmonious relationship of peoples or nations, 
to take its place of Christian leadership and give its 
wholehearted support to those entrusted with the 
peace of the world. To achieve this, we must not relax 
our efforts in getting the gospel of Christ and the 
doctrinal truths of the Church to people everywhere. 
It seems that the Church was never in its history in 
better position to render service to fallen man the 
world over than now. Let us avail ourselves of this 
opportunity. 


Of course the devil is aware of this great potential- 
ity, and he is trying new tactics to defeat the Church. 
A very recent suggestion of his, which implies that 
one may have more liberty in certain fields of 
service outside of the Church, seems to hold certain 
attractions for some. In answer to his suggestion, we 
may remind him that one of the most cherished 
principles of the Church is that “we take the whole 
Bible rightly divided as our rule of discipline and 
government.” This not only gives us the right but 
encourages everyone to preach and teach any doc- 
trine that the Bible teaches, and this certainly in- 
cludes the teachings made prominent in the Church 
of God such as the new birth, sanctification, the 
baptism of the Holy Ghost, holiness, and divine heal- 
ing, as well as many other great doctrines. Therefore, 
it seems there must be other ulterior motives prompt- 
ing such unwarranted action of those who apparently 
seek greater liberty elsewhere in any of these fields. 
May we stand united for these great truths, and in the 
power of the Holy Ghost, give to the world the princi- 
ples that will enable it to resolve its problems of peace- 
ful relations in the world. 


In order to perform our most valuable service to 
the outside world as good stewards of the grace of 
God, we must have these principles deeply rooted 
within ourselves, and be bound together in unity with 
the strong chords of love. John said, “Love one an- 
other.” We of the Church of God have the greatest 
common grounds for gratitude one toward another of 
any people. The influence of the Church, as well as 
our own personal experience can be greatly enhanced 
by our love for each other. Without this God-given at- 
tribute, we cannot be good stewards of God’s king- 
dom, and our relations with others cannot attain to 


that quality of Christian fellowship necessary to our 
successful and joyous co-existence. 

Good stewardship does not consist solely in personal 
experiences, high ideals, or compunctions of courtesy 
and friendliness. These are a part of our Christian 
experience, but there is a very practical side to religion 
as well. It is wonderful to experience great manifes- 
tations of the Holy Ghost, but if we are not founded 
upon the rock of Truth and do not continue the 
work of service which devolves on us, the sound of 
spiritual ecstasy may soon become only the dry cry 
of the flesh. Stewardship involves work and support 
of the Church. 

We are stewards of the money the Lord has entrusted 
in our care. The tithe belongs to Him. “Bring ye all 
the tithes into the storehouse .. . and I will... open 
. . . the windows of heaven, and pour you out a 
blessing.” Jesus taught tithing. “These things ought 
you to have done,” He said while talking to the 
Pharisees. Again He showed His attitude toward giving 
as He witnessed the offering that was being taken 
in the Temple. The rich were present and they gave 
liberally. Jesus did not condemn them, but He re- 
served his greatest commendation for the poor widow 
who gave all she had. Christ was interested in the 
practical side of religion as well as the spiritual, and 
we cannot have one without the other if we have 


(Continued on page 11) 
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FOR WHAT SHALL IT PROFIT A MAN, IF HE SHALL GAIN THE WHOLE WORLD, [me 
AND LOSE HIS OWN SOUL? OR WHAT SHALL A MAN GIVE IN EXCHANGE Bie 
FOR His SOUL ?/ m—— MARK 8:56,37 








By Bryan A. Pirkle | 


Charleston, West Virginia 


day after day with this question in mind. 

Some are purposely evading this important 
issue, while others are seeking after the Bible truth; 
and it is to them that I am devoting this article. I 
believe that there is too much Scripture on this sub- 
ject to leave any room for debating or doubt in the 
mind of anyone who is honest. 

There is much writing and preaching on other sub- 
jects, but in the day in which we are living, I believe 
there needs to be a better understanding on this im- 
portant question. I firmly believe that this is a time 
when God’s program needs the very fullest support 
of its membership that it can obtain; for lost souls 
are at stake, and as the Apostle Paul said, “Walk in 
wisdom toward them that are without, redeeming the 
time,” Colossians 4:5. Also, Christ said, “I must work 
the works of him that sent me, while it is day: the 
night cometh, when no man can work,” John 9:4. 

Not only are the church and the ministry of many 
good, consecrated, God-called preachers suffering, but 

, many a Christian is living far below the standard of 
God’s plan, and losing the great blessings which come 
with paying tithes (Malachi 3:10-12; Proverbs 3:10). 
Besides this, many souls are going on in their sins, 
bound by Satan, unreached by the gospel of Jesus 


Wy. PERSONS, EVEN Christians, are living 
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TITHING? 


Christ, and we as Christian people are responsible for 
these souls. 

One of the most familiar questions on this subject 
is: “Was tithing just for those under the Law, or is it 
for us today?” Now let us look at the Scriptures and 
see what they say: 


“And Melchizedek king of Salem brought 
forth bread and wine: and he was the priest 
of the most high God. And he blessed him, 
and said, Blessed be Abram of the most high 
God, possessor of heaven and earth: and 
blessed be the most high God, which hath de- 
livered thine enemies into thy hand. And he 
gave him tithes of all,’ Genesis 14:18-20. 


Abraham, “father of all that have believed,” is the 
first man definitely recorded in the Bible to have 
paid tithes, and he paid tithes of all. How much was 
his tithes? Hebrews 7:4 says they were a tenth. Now, 
this was about six hundred years before Moses re- 
ceived the Law. 


“And Jacob vowed a vow, saying, If God 
will be with me, and will keep me in this way 
that I go, and will give me bread to eat, 
and raiment to put on, so that I come again 
to my father’s house in peace; then shall the 


























Lord be my God: and this stone, which I have 
set for a pillar, shall be God’s house: and of 
all that thou shalt give me I will surely give 
the tenth unto thee,” Genesis 28:20-22. 


We see in these verses and the few preceding these 
how Jacob was blessed so greatly that he vowed this 
vow to God, to become the second man recorded in the 
Bible to pay tithes. This was more than four hundred 
years before Moses received the Law. 

Now let us look into the Law given to Moses to 
see what plan God set down. When we say plan, 
we refer to the fact that what God does, He does well, 
leaving nothing undone. Certainly, since He has 
planned everything else so well, I do not believe He 
would have let the most important part of His plan 
(which is spreading the glorious gospel of Jesus 
Christ) be carried on without lifting all yokes and 
giving all freedom possible to this great ministry, 
whether under the Old Testament or New Testament. 

Read Numbers 18:20-32. The Levites, one of the 
twelve tribes of Israel, were appointed by God to have 
the responsibility to attend to and preserve the taber- 
nacle and its holy vessels. Here we see that the Levites 
were not to have any inheritance of the land, as did 
the other tribes, so God gave this plan that their 
needs would be met. All the other tribes were to give 
tithes of all their possessions, which were to go to the 
Levites for their support. 

Read 2 Chronicles 31:2-10. Again we see the priests 
and Levites assigned to their duties, not to work in 
the fields to make a living, but their sole duty was to 
attend unto the holy laws of God, and to guide the 
spirituality of the people. In turn, the other tribes 
were to give tithes, not only of money, but of oxen, 
sheep, corn, wine, oil, and everything with which God 
had blessed them. We also see that God blessed them 
so much for their obedience that Hezekiah, king of 
Judah, was amazed. God will today bless and take 
care of the individual that will submit his life and 
possessions to God, and see that His program is sup- 
ported. Wise Solomon said: “Honour the Lord with 
thy substance, and with the firstfruits of all thine 
increase: so shall thy barns be filled with plenty, and 
thy presses shall burst out with new wine,” Proverbs 
3:9, 10. 

By these Scriptures we see tithing before the Law, 
and under the Law; but now let us follow them a little 
further to see about after the Law and under the 
grace dispensation. 

Malachi 3:8, “Will a man rob God? Yet ye have 
robbed me. But ye say, Wherein have we robbed thee? 
In tithes and offerings. Ye are cursed with a curse: 
for ye robbed me, even this whole nation.” 

Malachi is reproving the people for their wrongs. 
One of the sins of the people was holding for them- 
selves what belonged to God, the tithes and offerings. 
For this, God considered them thieves and robbers. 
A man that would steal from God could not be trusted 
in anything else. You will notice that God cursed 
them with a curse. Friend, you may steal from man 
and get away with it, but not from God. You will 
either let (not give, because it already belongs to God) 


God have your tithe, or He will take it from you in 
some way, and possibly with interest. Malachi 4:1, 2, 
“For, behold, the day cometh, that shall burn as an 
oven; and all the proud, yea, and all that do wickedly, 
shall be stubble: and the day that cometh shall burn 
them up, saith the Lord of hosts, that it shall leave 
them neither root nor branch. But unto you that fear 
my name shall the Sun of righteousness arise with 
healing in his wings; and ye shall go forth, and grow 
up as calves of the stall.” 

Malachi 3:10, “Bring ye all the tithes into the store- 
house, that there may be meat in mine house, and 
prove me now herewith, saith the Lord of hosts.” Some 
may wonder as to what time He was speaking of. We 
notice that the verses before this, in fact, a large por- 
tion of this chapter is speaking of things to come. 
He is predicting the coming of John the Baptist, and 
the coming of the Christ. Malachi is very definitely 
bringing tithing and giving of offerings over into the 
New Testament. 

Let us notice the word meat, and see what is meant 
by it. Paul said in 1 Corinthians 3:1, 2, “And I, breth- 
ren, could not speak unto you as unto spiritual, but 
as unto carnal, even as unto babes in Christ. I have 
fed you with milk, and not with meat: for hitherto 
ye were not able to bear it, neither yet now are ye 
able.” 1 Corinthians 10:4, “And did all drink the same 
spiritual drink: for they drank of that spiritual Rock 
that followed them: and that Rock was Christ.” These 
verses help us to see that the word meat refers to the 
spiritual food of God 

Just as men have dedicated their lives to raising 
cattle, and by trade and skill the butcher butchers 
this meat, and markets for this purpose get it to the 
public, so has God dedicated His Son to revise and 
perfect a way of salvation; and there must be men 
(led by the Holy Ghost) dedicated solely to deliver this 
great ministry to the people. 

As the world has profited by the medical profession 
because of men that have sacrificed much to help 
people become healthier and in an attempt to rid the 
world of disease, so will the world profit all the more 
with God when more men can fully dedicate their 
lives to God, and by this rid the world of much more 
of the dreaded disease of sin. Also as man has come 
to realize by scientific research that certain vitamins 
in their right amounts are necessary to have strong 
physical bodies, so must people realize that as they are 
dependent upon the guidance of the ministry to as- 
sure them of the essential vitamins of God’s Word to 
build and maintain strong spiritual bodies, so must it 
be free and fully dedicated to this important task. 
Then with the obedience of God’s people concerning 
this great commandment, will we see God’s church 
getting stronger and more souls being saved. 

Not only is there a curse for the disobedient, but 
a great blessing for the obedient. Read Malachi 3:10- 
12. This wonderful promise, which hinges upon our 
bringing our tithes and offerings in the storehouse, 
can be ours by only obeying. One brother told me 
that he has been paying his tithes for years and can- 

(Continued on page 11) 





this verse, made by our Lord through the 

mouth of His prophet Malachi and followed 
immediately with a wonderful promise that God will 
abundantly reward us if we obey His injunction, 
leaps out at one from the pages of God’s Word and 
acts somewhat as ointment rubbed into a wound. 
Chastisement of the keenest sort had just been ad- 
ministered by the Lord in the preceding verses where 
He accused the people of withholding from God that 
which is due Him, namely tithes and offerings. After 
chastising us, however, He immediately followed with 
this promise that forms the basis of the text for the 
subject. 

Spence and Exell, editors of the Pulpit Commentary, 
state that Malachi prophesied during the time of Ne- 
hemiah. They have set forth that Ezra had been one 
of the strong arms of Nehemiah in bringing about re- 
forms after the erection of the Temple and its walls, 
but now Ezra was probably dead, and Nehemiah felt 
strongly the loss of the support of this wise and godly 
scribe. They have suggested that Nehemiah would 
have to stem the torrent of laxity and profaneness 
alone if God did not raise up a prophet. God had 
raised up Malachi for this particular hour, and he now 
came forward to assist Nehemiah in this revival of 
religion among God’s people by boldly and unflinch- 
ingly reproving the shortcomings of the priests and 
the people. 

From the words of Malachi, it is evident that the 
abundant favors of God had been withheld from the 
people and they were ready to accuse God of not 
being as good to them as they felt He should be. They 
forgot, however, that it was their own negligence 
and their own infidelity to God’s eternal command- 
ments that was withholding God’s blessings from 
them. God gently points out to them that if they will 
follow His commandments, abundant blessings will be 
forthcoming. Leanness in one’s soul today may be the 
result of withholding that which God has instructed 
us to give unto Him, and the blessings we feel should 
be ours have been withheld because of our deflection 
of duty. Might it not be well for us to search our 
hearts and see if we are literally obeying that which 
God has set forth in His Word? If an honest search 
reveals that the withholding of the tithes and offer- 
ings may be the result of missed blessings, would we 
not do well to obey God’s blessed truths and enjoy 
the fullness of God’s blessings? 

Tithing and the giving of offerings should proceed 
from a grateful heart as an expression of thankful- 
ness for the bountiful blessings of God extended to us. 
There are those who object to tithing by stating that 
it is an old Mosaic law which no longer needs be 
obeyed in this day and age. A careful search of the 
Scripture, however, will reveal that long before the 
Law, grateful men and women, because of God’s un- 
merited favors and grace toward them, gave tithes 
of their possessions and of that with which God had 
blessed them. 

I should like to call to your attention some of these 
men whom God blessed, and because of His blessings, 
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they showed their gratefulness to Him by giving unto 
the Lord that which was due Him. In the days of 
Abraham and Lot, misfortune befell the household of 
Lot. His women and his goods were confiscated by 
the raiding kings. When Abraham heard of the mis- 
fortune that had befallen Lot, he took his own 
trained servants and pursued the enemy until he 
overtook them and overcame them, regaining Lot, the 
women, the people and the goods. After his victory, 
Melchizedek, King of Salem, came to meet him. The 
Scriptures say he was priest of the most high God and 
he blessed the most high God and Abraham. The 
Scriptures record that Abraham gave Melchizedek 
tithe of all. This act was so outstanding that Paul in 
writing to the Hebrews recorded this great event in 
Hebrews 7:2, “To whom also Abraham gave a tenth 
part of all”; verse 4, “Now consider how great this 
man was, unto whom even the patriarch Abraham 
gave the tenth of the spoils.” 

Jacob was fleeing from the wrath of his brother, 
when by the way he spent the night. He dreamed a 
dream and upon his awakening made a vow to the 
Lord, Genesis 28:20-22, “And Jacob vowed a vow, say- 
ing, If God will be with me, and will keep me in 
this way that I go, and will give me bread to eat, 
and raiment to put on, so that I come again to my 
father’s house in peace; then shall the Lord be my 
God: and this stone, which I have set for a pillar, 
shall be God’s house: and of all that thou shalt give 
me I will surely give the tenth unto thee.” Thus, we 
have two great outstanding examples of patriarchs of 
old who before the days of the Law, out of a heart 
of gratefulness for God’s mercies, gave tithe of that 
which the Lord had blessed them. 

I should like to call your attention to another splen- 
did occasion and example where one felt that he 
should render to the Lord that which was due Him. 
This dates back prior to the days of Abraham and of 
Jacob, back in the early history of mankind. A young 
man by the name of Abel who was a keeper of the 
sheep, a herdsman for the Lord, brought an offering 
to God. This offering was brought out of a willing 
heart, and out of a grateful one, and was offered 
to the Lord because of His goodness unto him. From 
the Scriptures it is reasonable to suppose that this 
which Abel gave was a tithe unto the Lord. He brought 
the firstling of his flock. One writer has, in writing 
about this verse of Scripture, said, “This firstling was 
usually the first one-tenth.” If this is true, then this 
was a tithe that Abel brought to the Lord. The In- 
ternational Standard Bible Encyclopedia states that 
the custom of giving a tenth part is a very ancient one 
among most nations. They further state that the Jews 











‘SCRIPTURAL BASIS 


had this custom long before the institution of the 
Mosaic Law, and that the payment of tithes was so 
ancient, and was so deeply rooted in the history of 
humanity, that it seemed a very simple and a natural 
thing for the Jews to believe and practice tithing long 
before the days of Moses. 

It is possible that during the days of sojourn in the 
land of Egypt that the Jews may have gotten away 
from the custom of tithing, and when God was giving 
the commandments on the Mount, and the rules that 
governed the lives of the Jewish people, He felt it 
necessary to remind them that the tithe belonged to 
the Lord. In Leviticus 27:30, God said, “And all the 
tithe of the land, whether of the seed of the land, or 
of the fruit of the tree, is the Lord’s: it is holy unto 
the Lord.” Because God reminded them that all the 
tithe belonged unto Him, in every reformation in the 
lives of the Jewish people, you find they returned to 
the tithing plan that originated in grateful hearts 
early in the history of the Jewish people. Thus, Jere- 
miah declares in chapter 33, verse 13, “And in the 
places about Jerusalem, and in the cities of Judah, 
shall the flocks pass again under the hands of him 
that telleth them, saith the Lord.” He is simply saying 
here that as they counted the flock, the tenth be- 
longed to the Lord. Jeremiah said, “The custom shall 
be revived again in the days to come.” 


IN THE DAYS OF Nehemiah, when the 
order of God’s house was being restored, the thirteenth 
chapter of Nehemiah tells of the Levites and singers 
working in the fields. The question is raised by Nehe- 
miah, “Why is the house of God forsaken? And I 
gathered them together, and set them in their place. 
Then brought all Judah the tithe of the corn and the 


new wine and the oil unto the treasuries.” No doubt. 


their bringing in the tithes of the corn and wine and 
oil was a result of the scathing denunciation of the 
prophet Malachi against them for robbing God’s 
house, and the command of the Lord to bring all of 
the tithes into the storehouse. When the tithe was 
brought into the storehouse the priests and the singers 
were able to return to the house of the Lord to carry 
out their duties. The courts rang again with the praise 
of the singers as they sang praises unto God, and the 
Law was sounded out and the sermons were preached 
by the Levites as in the days of old. When God’s 
great plan is fully practiced and obeyed, joy abundant 
reigns in the house of the Lord. 

It is very evident that the Jews did not forget the 
lessons that were learned under adverse circum- 
stances. Despite the many taxes, both secular and re- 
ligious, that the Jews were forced to pay, one cannot 
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help but admire them for the strict keeping of the 
Law, for in addition to the taxes they paid, their lib- 
erality toward God and His work was scrupulously 
kept. It is said of them in Matthew 23:23, that they 
paid tithe of mint, and anise and cummin. In Luke 
11:42, He said that they tithed mint and rue and all 
manner of herbs. While it is true these persons who 
were mentioned as tithing these various small, mi- 
nute items, and were very strict to keep the letter of 
the Law may have been doing it for an outward sign, 
and for the praise of men, at least you must give 
them credit for not looking for an excuse to escape 
paying that which belonged to the Lord. 


There is a very striking account that I wish to relate 
to you at length from the Word of God. 2 Chronicles 
31, beginning with verse 4, “Moreover he commanded 
the people that dwelt in Jerusalem to give the portion 
of the priests and the Levites, that they might be 
encouraged in the law of the Lord. And as soon as 
the commandment came abroad, the children of Is- 
rael brought in abundance the firstfruits of corn, 
wine, and oil, and honey, and of all the increase of 
the field; and the tithe of all things brought they in 
abundantly. And concerning the children of Israel 
and Judah, that dwelt in the cities of Judah, they 
also brought in the tithe of oxen and sheep, and the 
tithe of holy things which were consecrated unto the 
Lord their God, and laid them by heaps.” Verse 8, 
“And when Hezekiah and the princes came and saw 
the heaps, they blessed the Lord, and his people Israel. 
Then Hezekiah questioned with the priests and the 
Levites concerning the heaps. And Azariah the chief 
priest of the house of Zadok answered him, and said, 
Since the people began to bring the offerings into 
the house of the Lord, we have had enough to eat, 
and have left plenty: for the Lord hath blessed his 
people; and that which is left is this great store. Then 
Hezekiah commanded to prepare chambers in the 
house of the Lord; and they prepared them, and 
brought in the offerings and the tithes and the dedi- 
cated things faithfully.” Let me point out two things in 
this; first, they were commanded to bring the tithes 
into the storehouse that the people might be en- 
couraged in the law of the Lord. Second, the cause 
of their bringing the tithes was—the Lord had blessed 
His people greatly. It has been true of every age that 
those who honored the Lord with the substance of 
their labors will be signally blessed of God in their 
lives. 

Apart from the fact that we have concrete example 
of the blessings of God upon the lives of those who 
tithe and give unto the Lord, there is a little deeper 
reason for our tithing. In Matthew 23:23, Christ speaks 
of the Pharisees who paid tithes but had omitted the 
weightier matters of the Law, judgment, mercy and 
faith, and he said “these ought ye to have done,” that 
is, they should have paid tithes and “not to leave the 
other undone.” They should not have omitted the 
weightier matters of the Law, judgment and mercy, 
and faith. If Christ said we should pay these tithes, 
then we should follow these things that Christ said 
we should do. In Luke 18:12, the Pharisee who was 
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enumerating the good things that he did stated, “I 
give tithes of all that I possess.” On another occasion, 
Jesus said, “Except your righteousness shall exceed 
the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, ye 
shall in no case enter .. . heaven.” If the scribes and 
Pharisees fasted and paid tithes, then can we afford 
to do less than they did if we expect to enter the 
kingdom of heaven? 


THE QUESTION WOULD naturally arise, 
What is the purpose of tithing? Why did God recom- 
mend such a thing as this? Again let us let the 
Scripture answer. Under the Law the tithe was for 
the support of the Levites and the singers who minis- 
tered unto the Lord about the Temple of the Lord. 
Numbers 18:21, “And, behold, I have given the chil- 
dren of Levi all the tenth in Israel for an inheritance, 
for their service which they serve, even the service 
of the tabernacle of the congregation.” Here God 
clearly declares that it was not His purpose to have 
the singers and the Levites working in the fields and 
the factories, but they should minister about holy 
things of God. God is the creator of natural things 
and He creates natural laws to sustain these natural 
things. 

God also is the creator of salvation, and these spir- 
itual laws are created to further the purpose of this 
salvation. God uses man to promulgate the gospel of 
the Lord Jesus Christ. If this man is to be dedicated 
to the sake of carrying the gospel, there must be some 
way to maintain and support this man of God. Since 
God had such laws for the children of Levi, then for 
His ministers God has created spiritual laws to main- 
tain the ministers of the gospel of Christ. 1 Corinthians 
9:13, 14 said, “They which wait at the altar are par- 
takers with the altar. Even so hath the Lord ordained 
that they which preach the gospel should live of the 
gospel.” 

God’s ordained plan and purpose is that those who 
preach the gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ should be 
supported by these tithes and offerings. Verse 9 of the 
same chapter said, “For it is written in the law of 
Moses, Thou shalt not muzzle the mouth of the ox 
that treadeth out the corn. Doth God take care for 
oxen?” The ox who walked the threshing floor was 
not muzzled so that when he became hungry he could 
take a mouthful of that which he was treading out 
to sustain his natural body while he worked for his 
master. Does not the Lord care for us who preach 
the gospel as much as the master cares for his oxen 
that treadeth out the corn? 


Verses 10, 11, “Or saith he it altogether for our 
sakes? For our sakes, no doubt, this is written: that 
he that ploweth should plow in hope; and that he 
that thresheth in hope should be partaker of his hope. 
If we have sown unto you spiritual things, is it a great 
thing if we shall reap your carnal things?” Verse 13, 
“Do ye not know that they which minister about holy 
things live of the things of the temple?” God’s plan 
and purpose is that His ministers. should be supported 
by the tithes and the offering. 


Can we afford to pit our puny ideas against God’s 























ordination? This plan is sponsored by the Holy Ghost. 
It is incorporated by the Law. It is sealed by God’s 
approval and the blood of Jesus Christ. To follow the 
plan that God has laid down in His Word will bring 
abundant blessings in our hearts and in our lives. 


NOTE THE BLESSINGS that God bestows 
upon those who follow His plan for the financing of 
His cause. Malachi 3:10-12, “And prove me now here- 
with, saith the Lord of hosts, if I will not open you 
the windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, 
that there shall not be room enough to receive it. 
And I will rebuke the devourer for your sakes, and he 
shall not destroy the fruits of your ground; neither 
shall your vine cast her fruit before the time in the 
field, saith the Lord of hosts. And all nations shall 
call you blessed.” Deuteronomy 28:2, “And all these 
blessings shall come on thee, and overtake thee, if 
thou shalt hearken unto the voice of the Lord thy 
God.” Proverbs 10:22, “The blessing of the Lord, it 
maketh rich, and he addeth no sorrow with it.” Ezekiel 
34:26, “And I will make them and the places round 
about my hill a blessing; and I will cause the shower 
to come down in his season; there shall be showers 
of blessing.” 


Do you want God’s best in your life? Do you wish 
to enjoy the richness and fullness of God’s eternal 
blessing? Do you wish to prosper not only in a spiritual 
sense, but in a natural sense, also? If you answer yes 
to any of these questions, then the way to obtain such 
a blessing is to obey the gentle injunction of the Lord. 
Bring all the tithes into the storehouse and prove 
God. Thus you will be blessed and will be a blessing to 
others. 


Examples true to life are too numerous to be cited 
in which man has proved over and over again that 
God honors them that honor His Word. I shall not 
take time to cite you to men of means today, who have 
given not only a tenth to the Lord, but have given 
twenty per cent, yes fifty per cent, and some who 
have even given ninety per cent to the work of the 
Lord, and God has so abundantly blessed them that 
they are able to live on the ten per cent that is left. 
This is God’s plan. This is God’s way for His best in 
your life. Will you follow God’s plan and God’s scrip- 
tural mode of tithing and giving? If so, your life will 
be a happier one and more blessed than you have 
ever experienced in all of your life. 


ae 


GOOD STEWARDS 
(Continued from page 5) 


true religion. We cannot be good stewards unless we 
are faithful in tithing and giving. 

In the process of being good stewards in God’s ser- 
vice and in our relations with others, we are in- 
evitably being good stewards of our own souls. There- 
fore, this subject relates itself not only to our well- 
being and happiness here, but most important, it is 


essential to the salvation of our eternal souls, which 
in God’s divine providence, are destined to live eternal- 
ly. Therefore, for our soul’s sake, let us strive to be 
good stewards in the Lord’s service. “What shall it 
profit-a man, if he shall gain the whole world, and 
lose his own soul?” 


a 


WHAT IS TITHING? 
(Continued from page 6) 


not understand why he still has a hard time. I asked 
that brother if he thought God was a liar and unjust. 
He said that he did not think so. 


Listen, friends, God did not promise us a bed of 
roses when we got saved. If He made life too easy for 
us, we might become too satisfied and forget about 
the real heaven that God has prepared for them that 
love Him, and miss it all. I am afraid that God has 
made it too easy for some now, for many are leaving 
God out of their lives. God did not promise us earthly 
riches, but He promised to fill our lives with bless- 
ings that could not be contained, give us victory over 
all the powers of the devil, heal our bodies, meet 
all our needs, and be a friend that sticketh closer than 
a brother. I can say, with many others, that since I 
have been paying my tithes, our family has never done 
without necessities, and I have more money now than 
I did before, when a large portion of my money went 
to pay doctor bills, to buy cigarettes and for picture 
shows. The blessings and happiness alone are worth 
many times the amount of tithes which I have paid. 


I shall never forget how God healed my body several 
years ago. We were living in Chattanooga, Tennessee, 
which is the hometown of my parents. I was in the 
fifth grade when my body was struck with polio. I lay 
several weeks in bed before doctors could analyze my 
case. This was when the first great epidemic struck 
this part of the country. After some time, they said 
that there was nothing they could do, not knowing 
too much about the disease except its deadly and 
crippling effects on its victims. Not giving up, though 
the doctors said there was no hope, my parents 
stayed by my bedside, holding on to God. Our pastor 
came over quite often to pray for me. God miraculous- 
ly touched my body and I began to amend. When 
the doctor noted the great change, he could not under- 
stand it. He said that I would still be paralyzed the 
rest of my life; but in six months’ time I was walking 
again, with all paralysis gone. Then they said I would 
not grow, but today I am the largest in our family. 
May God have all the praise and glory. 

God will always answer the prayers of those who 
will put their trust in Him and live up to His Word. 
You say, does paying tithes save you? No. Peter told 
Simon, a sorcerer who thought he could buy the bless- 
ings and power of God, that his money would perish 
with him. Your obedience in this will obtain for you 
greater blessings. ‘He that is unfaithful in few things, 
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is unfaithful in much; he that is faithful in least is 
faithful in much.” 

Our oldest girl became sick when she was one year 
old. We did not think much of it until she could not 
hold anything, even water, on her stomach. We took 
her to the doctor who could not stop her vomiting. 
My wife and I, with some of our friends, began to 
pray and hold on to God, knowing that His Word says 
that if we keep His commandments, we can ask what 
we will and it shall be done. Searching my life, I 
felt that,I was doing all that I knew to do, and I knew 
that our God was a big and good God. Jesus said, 
“Ask what you will that your joy may be full.” It is 
a wonderful thing to be paid up with God in a time 
like this. Solomon said that a man to have friends 
must show himself friendly, and, my friend, if you 
want the greatest Friend to be yours, just show your- 
self friendly by doing what His Word declares unto 
you, and He will never let you down. “Be ye doers 
of the word, and not hearers only,” James 1:22. 


One night about eight o’clock, the mighty power of 
God moved upon her, and the powers of the devil 
were rebuked, throwing her little body almost out of 
my mother-in-law’s arms. She lay as dead for almost 
forty-five minutes, during which time we could hard- 
ly find a pulse. Then she opened her eyes, and al- 
though she had had nothing in her stomach for four 
days, she sat up and wanted something to eat. My 
wife gave her four ounces of milk which she drank 
and kept down. When I came home from church at 
about ten o’clock, she met me at the front door, run- 
ning to me calling “Da-da.” 

My friend, God will answer your prayers, too, if you 
will put Him first in your life and give Him what be- 
longs to Him. His yoke is easy and His burden is light. 


THE ISRAELITES MURMURED and com- 
plained and said that God expected too much of them; 
they were never allowed to enter the Promised Land 
for this. The same thing could happen to you. As Job 
said, “Naked came I out of my mother’s womb, and 
naked shall I return thither: the Lord gave, and the 
Lord hath taken away; blessed be the name of the 
Lord,” Job 1:21. 

Matthew 22:21, “Then saith he unto them, Render 
therefore unto Caesar the things which are Caesar’s; 
and unto God the things that are God’s.” Here is the 
principle of our salvation. Happy is the man that 
learns what belongs to man and God and gives to 
each respectively what he should. 


Matthew 23:23, “Woe unto you, scribes and Phari- 
sees, hypocrites! for ye pay tithe of mint and anise 
and cummin, and have omitted the weightier mat- 
ters of the law, judgment, mercy, and faith: these 
ought ye to have done, and not to leave the other 
undone.” In this verse Jesus Christ puts His approval 
upon tithing. According to Jesus a man that would 
omit any of these, whether tithing or any of the 
weightier matters of the Law, is a hypocrite and just 
as bad as any of these men whom He is condemning. 
Matthew 5:20, “For I say unto you, That except your 
righteousness shall exceed the righteousness of the 
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scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in no case enter into 
the kingdom of heaven.” 

Remember, Jesus did not come to destroy the Law, 
but to fulfill it. More is expected of us under grace 
than of those who were under the Law. Jesus said, 
“Ye have heard that it was said by them of old time, 
Thou shalt not kill; and whosoever shall kill shall be 
in danger of the judgment: but I say unto you, that 
whosoever is angry with his brother without a cause 
shall be in danger of the judgment: and whosoever 
shall say to his brother, Raca, shall be in danger of 
the council: but whosoever shall say, Thou fool, shall 
be in danger of hell fire,” Matthew 5:21, 22. “Ye have 
heard that it was said of them of old time, Thou shalt 
not commit adultery: but I say unto you, That who- 
soever looketh on a woman to lust after her hath com- 
mitted adultery with her already in his heart,” Mat- 
thew 5:27, 28. 

You may say, I cannot afford to pay tithes. Actual- 
ly, you cannot afford not to do so. God can cause that 
nine-tenths to go farther than you can cause your 
whole check to go. How? I will explain that if you can 
tell me how Jesus fed 5,000 men (not counting women 
and children) on one occasion with five loaves and 
two fishes, and 4,000 men with seven loaves and a few 
fishes on another. Can we doubt God? All things are 
possible with Him. Try Him for yourself. Without faith, 
no man shall see God 

‘Read Matthew 10:7-15. In this text, Jesus commands 
the twelve apostles to go preach the gospel, heal the 
sick, cast out devils. He did not say for them to go 
to work. He said for them not even to provide money 
or clothes, but (listen to this) to let the people feed 
them and clothe them; for the workman is worthy 
of his meat. Furthermore, He said for them not to 
take just anything, but seek out a “house that is 
worthy.” According to some people, anything is good 
enough for the preacher. If they do not say it, they 
might as well, because their actions express it. 

He said that whosoever should not receive them, 
they should shake off the dust of their feet against 
them, and in judgment it should be worse for them 
than for Sodom and Gomorrha. Just what is meant 
by this? If you receive something, you will love, cher- 
ish, and take care of (support) it. If not, you really 
are not ready to receive it. It certainly looks to me, 
by these Scriptures, that if a man or woman is not 
willing to receive and support God’s program, after he 
or she has the light on it, he has not fully made up 
his mind to serve God. “Therefore to him that know- 
eth to do good, and doeth it not, to him it is sin,” 
James 4:17. Sin is sin, and no sin shall enter there. 

Read Acts 6:1-4. Again we see the separation of 
physical work and the ministry in the early Church. 
Why? Because they knew that it would affect their 
ministry. Also, there is a warning in this verse against 
any minister’s spending too much time in charity 
or anything else that would hurt his ministry. They 
spent their time in continual prayer and ministry of 
the Word. 

Read 1 Corinthians 9:7-14. Comparing a minister 
with a soldier, a keeper of a vineyard, and a farmer, 























Paul says that a minister is to live of the fruits 
and results of his labor. He shows us that it is the 
same under the grace period in the fourteenth verse 
as it was under the Law in the eighth verse. 

Where are you supposed to pay the tithes? Malachi 
said for you to bring them into the storehouse. Should 
we send them to some other church or to some radio 
pastor? Let me ask you this. If you eat in some 
restaurant downtown, would you pay there or tell the 
cashier that some other restaurant was not doing so 
well so you thought that you would pay them the 
money? Certainly not, you would pay where you eat. 
Then pay your tithes where you are getting your soul 
fed every week. 

Is giving my money to buy food for some poor 
widow, or some other charity, considered my tithes? 
No, in no way do we find tithes and offerings con- 
nected with charity. Your tithes are for the support 
of the pastor, and the offerings are for the support 
of the church, to pay bills, evangelists, and any other 
project for the good of the church. God has told us 
to help the poor and needy, but this is besides our 
tithes and offerings. 

Matthew 5:20, “That except your righteousness 
shall exceed the righteousness of the scribes and 
Pharisees, ye shall in no case enter into the kingdom 
of heaven.” John 14:23, “If a man love me, he will 
keep my words.” Luke 6:38, “Give, and it shall be giv- 
en unto you; good measure, pressed down, and shaken 
together, and running over, shall men give into your 
bosom. For with the same measure that ye mete with- 
al it shall be measured to you again.” 

Including Malachi 3:10-12, these are only a few of 
the many blessings which God has for you. Friends, 
let us obey God in all His word, and we will find that 
the more we do for Him, the greater our blessings will 
be; we will find that God will bless not only us, but 
also our church through our obedience and increase 
it in many ways. 


as” 


STRAIGHT TALK FROM A HOLINESS FATHER 
(Continued from page 3) 


right, and opposition served mainly to develop spiritual 
muscle and resolve. The glory of God convinced me 
of the truth, for it was joined with the testimony of 
the Scriptures and the example of the saints. I was 
so wonderfully and thoroughly persuaded in the way 
of holiness that nothing could shake that conviction. 


BuT NOW I HAVE children, and they 
have been born into a Pentecostal home and their 
father is a holiness preacher. By tradition, back- 
ground and birth they are in the holiness way, but 
what about their conviction? Remember that among 
us first-generation believers, our conviction was 
stronger than tradition, background and birth. So it 
is, also, with our offspring who are second-generation 
Pentecostals. 

We have taken them to our Sunday Schools, have 


urged them to join our churches, have insisted that 
they abide by our rules and have assumed that they 
will be holiness because we are holiness. But that is 
not enough. Have we given them our faith? Have we 
led them to that personal conviction that we hold, 
or have we trusted them to be by tradition what we 
became by persuasion? Have we sometimes sheltered 
them from the very conflicts that would have 
toughened their spiritual fibre and tempered them in- 
to sturdy Christians? 

Have we caused them to see and experience those 
graces and glories that brought us into the way? We 
were won and we were held by the love that was man- 
ifested by the saints, by the glory of God that crowned 
our worship and by the simplicity of the Word of God. 

Regardless of how we broaden our ministry and 
our outreach, we must not forget those basic precepts. 
Our young people must make their own decision 
for Christ and for consecration, but we are responsi- 
ble to impress them and to show them the way. We 
need not expect them to become what we are not. 
We need not expect them to pick up that which we 
have discarded as if it were worthless. We must let 
them see the glory of God if we wish them to accept 
it. 

What about our attitudes? Do we exemplify holiness 
in our homes, our conversation and our relationships? 
Few young people will become steady Christians on a 
fare of rock and roll music, football and baseball 
statistics, criticism of the Church, fun and frolic, 
and watered-down religion. Now I am not contending 
that young people should be pressed into a pattern 
for the mature, but this I firmly believe: We run 
the danger of straining so hard to provide social ex- 
pression that we will leave a gap in our spiritual life; 
and we are in danger of minimizing consecration in 
order to achieve “well-roundedness” or “sophistica- 
tion.” One imbalance is as bad as another. Our young 
people need the atmosphere of a home where hymns 
and psalms and spiritual songs are natural and con- 
stant; they need to hear conversations in the home 
and among older church members that talk of souls 
saved and Christian effort instead of athletics and 
social activity all the time. They need to see our 
devotion to Christ and His Church; they need to hear 
more of Christian love and less of criticism; they 
need to see that holiness is a way of living, a faith, 
a reality, and not a tradition or a pretence or a 
drudge. In short, there is a need for the glory of 
the Pentecostal faith. 

We were won and we were held by a conviction and 
by a faith. We saw the power fall. We saw the moving 
of the Spirit of God. We saw souls saved and the 
sick healed. We were not bound by formalism and 
ritual, but there was freedom and joy and the opera- 
tion of spiritual gifts. I saw it and it was wonderful, 
but what about my children? They need to see it, too, 
for they need a conviction and a faith instead of a 
tradition. 

They need to be in the Church because it is their 
Church and not simply their father’s. They need to 
be convinced Christians and not merely respectful chil- 
dren. How could they become convinced unless they 
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see and behold the glory of this way? Mark it well 
that they will not be held by nice buildings, or fi- 
nancial bigness, or quotas, or material accomplish- 
ments. They must have a faith and a glory. Social 
program cannot do it and entertainment cannot do 
it, but the power of God and a fervent Christian 
conviction can. We need to be less fearful of being 
called fanatic and more fearful of losing that which 
has givénus life and being. 

Yes, I pray for my children. Not that they may be 
converted, for they are already Christians, but that 
their minds, as well as their emotions, may be made 
captive to the will of Christ, that they will see and 
know for themselves the glory of Christ, the beauty 
of holiness and the power of the Spirit. 


This I offer humbly as the need of our young people: 

First, a personal experience with Christ and revela- 
tion of truth. Unless Christ and His glory is revealed 
to them personally and unless they personally follow 
holiness with a whole heart, there is no foundation 
on which to build. 

Second, that the power of God be so manifested 
among us that they may witness for themselves the 
thing that made us willing to be separated from the 
world. 

Third, that they have the experience of church wor- 
ship that is Christ-centered, where worship is real and 
not a form, where preaching is an impassioned mes- 
sage from God and not a homiletical art, where 
love abounds instead of criticism and where the em- 
phasis is soul-winning instead of material bigness. 

Fourth, a home atmosphere where holiness is the 
norm, where devotions and hymns and prayer and 
godly conversation are so regular and natural that 
it is neither strained, embarrassing nor artificial; 
family worship and discussions that will establish 
them in the Word and in the faith, and family prayer 
that brings them to salvation and to consecration. 

Fifth, understanding and patience in which they 
can trust, and a realization on our part that they will 
not grow up overnight. 

Sixth, that they be used in Christian service, for it 
is difficult to be discouraged and busy at the same 
time. 

Finally, that they be guided in their normal physi- 
cal and human interests. This should neither sup- 
plant nor conflict with their spiritual life, but should 
rather be a complement to it. 

I am a father. Unconsciously my children adopt 
my habits, my attitudes, my likes and my dislikes. 
They are not so impressed by what I say as they 
are by what I do, and what I say influences them only 
as it conforms with what I do. Then, if these things 
are good for them, I can show them better than I 
can tell them. The same is true concerning the fa- 
thers and mothers in the Church. 

We need to secure our youth to a faith, a living 
faith, a faith that comes by conviction and experience, 
a faith that is toughened by test and not softened 
by overprotection, and a faith that is their own as 
well as their fathers. A faith is.an anchor, but a tra- 
dition is not. 
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OF INTEREST TO ALL WRITERS! 


SUNDAY SCHOOL AND YOUTH PLAYWRITING 
CONTEST! 
Rules 

. Contest begins JANUARY 1 and ends APRIL 1, 1958. 

. All plays must be original. 

3. Manuscripts should be mailed to the National Sun- 
day School and Youth Department, 1080 Mont- 
gomery Avenue, Cleveland, Tennessee, and post- 

marked no later than April 15, 1958. 

4. All plays submitted will become the property of 
the Church of God National Sunday School and 
Youth Department. 

. Writers may submit as many plays as they choose. 

. Plays will be classified in the following three 
catagories: 

a. Sunday School (emphasis on Sunday 
School and the Sunday School pro- 


we 


av 


gram) 
b. Youth (emphasis on youth, their 
problems, and the value of the 


church’s youth program) 
c. Special Days (Christmas, Easter, 
Thanksgiving, etc.) 
7. Prizes will be awarded in each of the three groups 
as follows: 
1st prize—$25.00 cash 
2nd prize—$15.00 cash 

8. All manuscripts must be typewritten, double- 
spaced, on 814 x 11 inch paper. 

10. Plays will be judged on the following bases: ori- 
ginality, clarity of thought, point of emphasis, gen- 
eral content and neatness of copy. 

—National Sunday School and Youth Department 


I am returning to the evangelistic field, effective 
January 25, 1958. I am open for calls for revival meet- 
ings any place in the United States and Canada. My 
wife and I have over 19 years in full-time ministry 
in 29 different states and 3 provinces of Canada and 
over 3 years in the Church of God. We pray for the 
sick each service. You may contact us by letter or 
telegram at 512 W. 7th Avenue, La Junta, Colorado, 
P. O. Box 325, or telephone us at La Junta 2293. After 
February 9 contact us through the Reverend J. D. 
Bright, Overseer, Box 5125, Roanoke, Virginia. 

—Ralph E. Northrup 


My new address is: J. E. DeVore, Pastor, Minot 
Church of God, P. O. Box 1894, Minot, North Dakota. 
































@ family devotions 





By MRS. C. E. FRENCH, Cleveland, Tennessee 


Spiritual Growth Week 


Memory Verse: “Grow in grace, 
and Saviour Jesus Christ,” 2 Peter 


Monday, January 27 
Scripture, Galatians 5:22-26 


When we are born again we be- 
come members of God’s family— 
His sons—and Jesus Christ is our 
older brother. It is natural for us 
to bear a family resemblance to 
our Father and Brother. The Holy 
Spirit within us desires to trans- 
form us by daily bearing through 
us the fruit of the Spirit. 


Pray that you may be fully 
yielded to the work of the Spirit 
in your life. 


Tuesday, January 28 
Scripture, John 14:23-26 


Spiritual growth is gradual as is 
natural growth. One does not be- 
come full-grown in a day. It is a 
daily process. It takes place when 
we feed upon Christ through His 
Word, through communion with 
Him and, through practicing obed- 
ience to His commands. 


Pray that the Holy Ghost may 
open your understanding of the 
Word of God as you prayerfully 
pane it and give you an obedient 

eart. 


Wednesday, January 29 
Scripture, John 15:4-10 


How do we become Christlike? By 
imitating Him? No! The Holy 
Ghost lives in us—the same Spirit 
which raised up Christ from the 
dead—and He will work in us the 
grace and truth, the purity and 
holiness of which Christ was the 
perfect example. 


Pray that through your life much 
—_ shall be borne to the glory of 


and in the knowledge of our Lord 
3:18. 


Thursday, January 30 
Scripture, John 15:1, 2 


“Grieve not the Holy Spirit of 
God.” As God the Holy Spirit cul- 
tivates the fruit of the spirit in our 
lives we become like Christ, our 
motives and attitudes are purified 


and made to conform to His will. ' 


It is often a painful process as 
longstanding habits and much- 
loved sloth are uprooted but God 
will sustain us. 


Pray to walk circumspectly be- 
fore God and men today. 


Friday, January 31 
Scripture, Romans 8:1-6 


Would you walk in the Spirit? 
If so, obedience to every known 
command must be instant and 
complete. With God, we must be 
completely sincere; there can be no 
pretense. Search your heart today. 


“Holy Father, so lead us that we 
may stand perfect and complete in 
all the will of God.” 


Saturday, February 1 
Scripture, Psalm 116 


It is time to check up on those 
New Year’s vows. What sort of a 
record have you made this month? 
Do you feel that the family devo- 
tional hour has promoted a better 
atmosphere in your home? Has it 
drawn the family members into 
closer love for and understanding 
of each other? Have you grown in 
= to the commands of 

0 


Pray for men everywhere, for of- 
ficers and rulers, and for all that 
are in authority. 








famil 
—Elizabeth Smit 
Coldwater, Mississippi 


My son in service, m 


and me. 


Grace Grant and her grandchild 
who are in a serious condition. 

—A friend 

Max Meadows, Virginia 


Me to be healed, my boys to be 
saved, and that God will provide a 
way for us to attend church. 

—Nellie Berry 
Dillon, South Carolina 


My son who is sick and for me 

to be healed also. 
—Mrs. Annie Lee Harris 
Clarksdale, Mississippi 


My father-in-law who is suffer- 
ing very much with ulcerated stom- 
ach, also for a sister who is un- 
saved and in serious condition. 

—A sister in Christ 
Calhoun, Georgia 


— — 


Me to be healed of the flu. 
—Mamie Anderson 


Me to be healed. My side pains 
me terribly. —Rev. J. R. Holt 
Cleveland, Ohio 


My wife who is in Grand View 
Hospital in very bad condition. 

—Charles Butler 

Dayton, Ohio 


Zola Pearl Hand who lost her 
foster mother in April. She has 
heart trouble and is in very bad 
condition. —Mrs. Ida Ruth Meeks 

Wetumpka, Alabama 
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ECHOES of Calvary 


1958 CONVENTION SONG BOOK 
AVAILABLE FEBRUARY 1, 1958 


Prices: 50c per copy, 5 for $2.00, one dozen for $4.50, one hundred for $35.00 (Twenty- 
five or more at the one hundred rate) 
ATTENTION, PASTORS! 


If your state is buying @ souvenir song book this year, you should place your order with the state office. If not, then 
order direct from Church of God Publishing House, 922 Montgomery Avenue, Cleveland, Tennessee. 





CHURCH OF GOD PUBLISHING HOUSE, 922 Montgomery Avenue, Cleveland, Tennessee 























